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Honorable Hobart H. 
United Statae 
Washington 25, D. C. 


y 



Senator H«»pJ»r*r 


. , , . r » mitmr fff 2« March 19*2 forward lft£ 

Thi* i# in raply *» , fj it T , 7 — — — " 

to th * a,TVi '* - tb * 

Central IntaiUgaaca Agency. 


STAT 




EL «*•«* 


RsguUr .uUI .n>f>VoytB.»t hr Il>« poMlbUtty 

h. i. not * cttH« •< *• U«U«<> capacity thM « pr.»ent, h« 

ot utUUlo* hi. ..ryic.. m . , f .. Sh«U » ^•“ UB 

— -^^!r ,r,wir.tu —e-—- 


arise. 


1 


l want to <***& y<** lor , 8 ^ **«! deeiTe to assist in 

attention* Th. _J 

th. c«wl«t .1 •* «** “"“fl *! 

tcatol.* •■><* h^**®"* “ mo ** ,, **' t * i ' 


to my peraonai g-py^-p 
iti 


STAT 


sincerely. 


(Signed)! JO™ A =‘ lcG ° fe 


John A* McC one 

tHrector 
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Ro»»r»U« Hubert H. Humphrey / 
Hutted State* Senate 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Pear Senator Humphrey: 




Co 

«% 

Se 

to 

03 




to 

CD 


*~q 

—OP Oil, 


This ia in reply to your letter of 24 March 1 952 forwarding 
letter* of 2 3 February 1952 and 22 March 1952 from] 
concerning 


offer to ’participate in the service ox the 


STAT 


Central Intelligence Agency. " 

For yo ur informa tion, representatives of this Agency have been 
ia contact with| |for a little over two years. Paring that period 


he has provided several useful information reports. 

Regular staff employment by this Agency is not feasible because 
he ie not a citizen of the United States. We have explored the possibility 
of utilizing his services ia e mere formal capacity than at present, but 
are un able te off er him anything at this tins*. Should a suitable position 

arts*, 


would be given every consideration. 


to my personal 


1 want to thank you for bringing 
attention. The positive expression of interest ana desire to assist in 
the conduct of affaire of ear country by an individual with 
training and background Is most heartening, 

Sincerely, 


STAT 

STAT 


(Signed)^ JOHM A., ItcCONTS 

John A* McCone 
Director 
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Roftorahle Tbraa&s 0 » 

House of jEhspr^sentatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr, karris: 

T hanh wry «ch far bringing ®F 
article from the Christian gl ance Ifenitgr regwrtlag the use cf 
"ball lightning" a* a defective weapon. 

Observations of ball lirfstetag 

ticca far It have been Bade since tl a* n , , 

interest in the subject eaa instigated by t 

of the phenomenon first suggest** by tne Soviet ; * * 

toiitsa in 15*55 • Since then, Tsm*rcu* ISSJ^SeJSits 

^explain t be pb«mome«cc, both toy Soviet end ’ 

but Set of these ere in the rmim of ^ oyy ,^ dS* 

The first known publication cf »«^«» ^plicst^a vae ttu 
publication of a man-technical article by 6» I »®***" ^ T 
popular Russian nagwine, aa mentioned in the fenit^r article. 

v©rk in the Ooited States has been in pro^ass £ f 
torn tl m investigating the poe^tla^licat^n ofball 1. 
as a defensive weapon sysbesu Tfc* haaic research i# 
out by the Air Force Office of Aersep*** f****£^ 
their work, several independent industrial mmm 
carrying oat research in this general A . J^**^ 1 * _ 

resSbS account of the Awour Search Foundation varkcai 
device stellar to that proposed by Rabat «a» be found in the 
September 12, 19&> issue of sieetrtmlc Hgy*« 

The use of ball lightning ss a weapons system is * 

<rnieb ihmIi » popjltt «s* . c^w^n-l y , 

cfwn tsvnrv ir. Jim *® *Lhalc»l 

r ra nii-BtiT it is difficult, even for tha technical 

personnel, to sift the fantasy from technically fsasibl* proposal*. 


ssssE nm Fit — 40 ^ — =-rr| 
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>«*** VMB WtdttBS 4CT.lop»W. 

^ 0 **^ carefully for soae tts*. i»e do not believe 

* **eF-» systew, nor do we 
«tprct tfcea to to »o in the foreseeable future. Accordingly < t 

f! S r C ^f i f| e f f4 , P«»»ibl« that a veqpeR such m thie was us«U 
06 dvjwrs the IK aircraft piloted by Mr. Posers. 

as ieoha<eI2ii*«TLf^r?2 ****** thc informticn in this letter 
as? ( Ak»* - fle4 ' ve ,rc, * ld P**f«r that in any use you 

Of^l»tl. “. ” "» «*»« W 1« .Met, .* w * 


Sincerely, 


Distribution: 

Orig. & 1 - Adse. 
1 - DCI 
1 - DDCI 
V i - 2R 
1 - DCI 
1 - 10 


XSignedJj JOIN A. MoCOSE 

Jfoan a. McCone 
Director 


1 - dd/r 


1 - OSI/ 

1 - Deg. counsel 1 


(Draft prepared by osi/f 
0®?/IC : J£W :mks (h Apr ozr 
rewritten O/bcT “■ ' 


v/basie 


pbt (6 Apr 6a) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR-; THE DIRECTOR 


Attached is a proposed letter for your 
signature to Representative Morris. This was 
prepared in OSI and concurred in by Pete 
Scoville. Representative Morris had enclosed 
an article on -fireball lightning- and queried 
whether or not this could possibly have been 

a weapons system used to down the Powers 
11 “ 2 ® 

Recommend signatul 


WARNER T 
'Legislative Counsel ( 

4 April 1962 


(DATE) 


FORM no. . A , 
I AUG 54 1 V 1 


REPLACES form 10- 1 0 |~ 
WHICH MAY BE USED. 


(47) 
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uX' patoi 

Honorable Tboaaa 0 . Korr lar 
House of Bepresentetivea 
Washington 25, 8. C. 

Sear Mr* Kcrrie: 

S**hk you very such, fear bringing to ay attention the 
article frea the Christian Science Monitor regarding the nee of 
"ball li^tatning" is I defensive weapon. 


Observations of hall li^telag and theoretical explana- 
ticca for It have been cade elace the add-17008. She recent 
interest la the subject was Instigated by a hypothetical tsedel 
of the pheneaenen first suggested 1 qr the Soviet scientist P, l* 
SSpltsa in 1959* Since then, nunerres attests hare been taade 
to explain the phencaaencn, both hy Soviet end western scientists, 
hut nest of these are in the reala of theory and speculation. 

’She first haovn publication ef a verere* replication was the 
publication of a mm-technlcal article by 6. I. Bakst in a 
popular Sasalaa saaganlns, ae motioned in the Monitor article. 

Work in the United States has been la progress for 
ecs» tine investigating the possible application of baU lightning 
re a defensive weapon aysten. She basic research is being carried 
out by the Air Farce Office of Aerospace Research. In to 

their work, several independent industrial concerns have been 
carr ying ret research in this general area. A most lucid and 
readable account ef the Amour Beeeareh Foundation work on a 
device sifiilnr to that proposed by Bafeat can be found la the 
September 12, I960 issue of Electronic Bees. 

She use of ball lightning re a reopens ays ten is a 
subject which appeals to the popular lreginstlon red, consequently, 
often appears in exaggerated fume in non- technical popular eaga- 
slnes. Frequently it is difficult, even for the technical 
personnel » to sift the fantasy freat technically feasible proposals. 




(mm EfiiSM RLE LAMj. 
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Intelligence A gency has been watching developswot* 

for eeoe time. We do not believe 
^” B * b fee Euvlffts hare pvfvctvd sisctt a v&Bpos oyoi©®, jjgj* 40 ye 
expect thus to do so la the foreseeable future. Accordingly, it 
le »ot considered possible tbet « weapon such as this yea need 
to tors the XbZ aircraft piloted by »r. Powers. 

** ** *wt regard the lnfereatloa in this letter 
*® tec hnic al ly classified, we we&M prefer that in any use you 
«sy stake of the inf amotion it not be attributed to the Agency. 
Please lot ue know if there la any other way in which we can be 
of assistance. 

Sincerely, 


iSisned)i JOHN A. McCONE 

John A. McCone 
Director 


STAT 


Distribution: 
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1 - DCI 
1 - DDCI 

vl - ER 

1 - DCI 

1 - IS 1 

1 - dd/r 

1 - osi / 1 

1 * Leg. Counsel V /basic 

(Draft prepared by OSl/l 
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MEMORANDUM. FORi THE DIRECTOR 

Attached is a proposed letter for your , cv 
signature to Representative Morris. This was 
prepared in OSI and concurred in by Pete : ; 
Scoville. Representative Morris had enclosed 
an article on "fireball lightning'! and queried 
whether or not this could possibly have been - 
a weapons system used to down the Powers 

u - 2. ;.0 - ■■■■ 

Recommend signatu 


JOHN WARNER 
'Legislative Counsel 

• 4 April 1962 

A (DATE) - 
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